Q ne of the primary objectives of forward-thinking and progressive libraries captured in mission statements and strategic plans is the acquiring, developing and preserving of a first-class collection for scholarly research.' It is also clear that these materials must be easily accessible. In addition, by using highvolume digital preservation technologies and robust web-based search engines capable of full-text searching, major research law libraries are not only preserving their unique collections but also are providing online access to materials which had formerly been inaccessible or perhaps accessible only on a limited basis by way of onsite visits. Preservation efforts are not only geared towards print materials, but there has also been concerted activity by libraries to preserve electronic materials in stable and enduring formats. The current economic downturn which has resulted in reduced collection budgets has spurred increased interest in 
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Leveraging a Library Collection through Collaborative Digitization Ventures
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Trends
collaboration between libraries and a deeper commitment to resource sharing and the preservation of both print and "born-digital" materials.
2
Digitization ventures are not simple, and definitely go beyond scanning and hosting materials on a website. An array of issues come into play, ranging from obtaining funding, seeking out technical and intellectual expertise, legal issues and so forth. 3 Funding and staffing issues can be overwhelming for any library, particularly in this era of constrained budgets. Libraries embarking on such projects have typically sought assistance through grants or have collaborated with private enterprise or nonprofit organizations to achieve their goals. 4 Collaborative activities often take the form of an entity providing the equipment and technical expertise while the library provides the materials to be digitized and part or all of the labor for the project. Legal issues with digitization projects typically center on 3 Funding and staffing issues can be overwhelming for any library, particularly in this era of constrained budgets. Libraries embarking on such projects have typically sought assistance through grants or have collaborated with private enterprise or nonprofit organizations to achieve their goals. 4 Collaborative activities often take the form of an entity providing the equipment and technical expertise while the library provides the materials to be digitized and part or all of the labor for the project. Legal issues with digitization projects typically center on the delicate scenarios raised by copyright. Determining what is in the public domain or when a library can or cannot digitize for preservation purposes can prove convoluted and tricky.s
History
The Yale Law Library has a long history of collaborating with publishers on print and microform reprints. As far back as the 1980s, the library lent many older books to the Garland Publishing Company for reprinting in hard copy, receiving in return significant fees. The library also lent many older books for hard-copy reprints to the Fred B. Yale. The legal treatises microforms served the research community by greatly enhancing the accessibility of books from the 1800-1926 period and generated substantial royalties for Harvard and, to a lesser extent, Yale.
In the twenty-first century, micropublishers developed the concept of the "digital vault," resurrecting their microform resources as digital products that were searchable and so revolutionized historical research. In law, one of the major embodiments of the digital vault was produced by Gale, the successor company 
ARecent Venture and the Ensuing Process
Conclusion
Collaborative digitization ventures yield the deep satisfaction of preserving materials in perpetuity and providing access to hitherto obscure or inaccessible materials to the research community at large. Another pleasant by product of some collaborative digitization ventures (mostly with private enterprise) is access to the finished product at a substantially discounted rate and or even, on rare occasions, revenue generation for the library. Collaborative digitization ventures are here to stay, as long as libraries house materials that need to be preserved and made accessible to researchers, and as long as the need to rely on outside sources for funding persist. 
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